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Summary 

This year was the first since the counters were installed where there is a complete years’ worth of 

data from some of the counters. This provides a baseline for comparison in future years and shows 

the counters are gradually becoming more reliable. 

The results have shown some similarities between the busiest and quietest days at different areas of 

the property, with the Christmas period having an effect on the results, with slight fluctuations in the 

number of visitors when compared with previous years. 

The counters have been slightly more unreliable compared with previous months with some data 

appearing inaccurate or even missing, this could be due to weather conditions becoming colder and 

affecting the counters and batteries. 

  



4 
 

Carding Mill Valley Car Counter 

This reader counts the number of vehicles passing over the cattle grid at the entrance to 

Carding Mill Valley. This does include staff vehicles and trust vehicles; therefore the data is 

not entirely accurate. 

Total number of vehicles passing car counter: 

 December 2013 - 11198 

December 2014 - 13491 

 December 2015 – 12745 

This shows there has been a slight decrease in visitor numbers this year in December, this 

could potentially be due to weather conditions. 

 

  

Busiest day: 

29/12/2015- 1049 

Quietest day: 

24/12/2015- 200 

The results shown for the busiest and quietest days could be connected with Christmas as 

visitors may want to come for a walk with family a few days after Christmas and there is a 

significant spike in visitors over Christmas. 
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Carding Mill Valley Gate 

This reader counts the number of visitors passing through the gate at the entrance to 

Carding Mill Valley next to the cattle grid. 

 December 2013- No data 

 December 2014- 4858 

 December 2015- 2750 (No data after 13th December) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The graphs comparing 2014 and 2015 show a significantly higher number of visitors entering the 

valley through the gate at the bottom of Carding Mill Valley in 2015. There are a number of factors 

which could potentially have affected these results; there could be a problem with the counter 

causing anomalous results, or the increased visitor numbers or cold weather could potentially have 

drained the batteries in the counter faster than usual. 

The busiest day for number of visitors passing through this gate is: 

04/12/2015- 363 

05/12/2015- 74 
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Burway Road Car Counter 

This reader counts the numbers of vehicles passing one way along the Burway road 

approximately 50 yards from the cattle grid. 

December 2013- No data 

 December 2014- 4858 

 December 2015- 271 

 

There has been an extremely significant drop in the number of vehicles passing the Burway 

car counter compared to previous months and years as shown by the above graphs, this 

potentially is partly related to the road being closed due to ice and snow, but doesn’t 

provide an explanation for the numbers being so low on the days when the Burway was 

open. The numbers drop from 43 vehicles on the 26th November to 9 on the 27th November 

and the busiest day in December is 22 vehicles. 
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Burway Footpath 

This reader counts the number of visitors walking along the Burway footpath leading in and 

out of Carding Mill Valley. 

 December 2013- 4226 

 December 2014- 3610 

 December 2015- 3874 

There has been a slight  increase in the number of visitors walking along the Burway 

footpath, this could potentially be an increase in visitors using the shuttle bus service and 

walking along this footpath into and out of the valley, this would  partly explain the 

decrease in number of vehicles passing the Burway Car Counter. 

 In 2014 a small volume of data is missing as the counter stopped working on the 29th 

December. 

 

Busiest day: 

29/12/2015- 317  

Quietest day: 

03/12/2015- 49 

These results correlate with the results of the Carding Mill Valley car counter as the 29th 

December was the busiest day for both counters.  
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Batch Footbridge 

This counter is by the footbridge over the ford in Batch Valley, this counts the number of 

pedestrians entering or leaving the valley. 

 December 2013- 2165 

 December 2014- 2536 

 December 2015- 2229 

 The results show there has been a slight decrease in the number of visitors to Batch Valley 

since 2014. 

Busiest day: 

28/12/2015- 157 

Quietest day: 

12/12/2015- 27 

The results show a spike in the number of visitors to Batch Valley over the Christmas period, 

this also correlates with other counters showing similar trends.  
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Jinlye Car Counter 

This reader counts the number of vehicles passing over the cattle grid at Jinlye at the top of 

Castle Hill.   

 December 2013- No data 

 December 2014- No data 

 December 2015- 4191 

Unfortunately in December of previous years there is no data available for comparison, but 

the data does have similarities with data from the Burway car counter. 

 

Busiest day: 

29/12/2015- 202 

Quietest day:  

25/12/2015- 90 (Christmas Day)  

The busiest day, 29th correlates with other counters showing similar results. 
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Conclusion 

Overall the results tend to correlate with each other in each area with counters, with some 

fluctuations in the busiest days for each area, possibly due to the nature of the activities people 

were choosing to do in association with the weather. With the Christmas period, the busiest and 

quietest days have tended to correlate with other counters with the 29th being a very popular day in 

numerous areas of the property, this could be due to people having more free time off work over 

Christmas for leisure activities or wanting a walk with the family for some fresh air. 

The results showing missing or inaccurate data could be due to the cold weather affecting the actual 

counters or draining the batteries quicker than usual, for this reason the batteries will be changed 

every month, as opposed to every other month until the weather warms up to ensure a complete 

set of data. 

This year was the first time since the counters were installed where there is a complete years’ worth 

of data on some counters. Batch Footbridge and Carding Mill Valley car counter both have complete 

sets of data with nearly complete sets on the Burway Footpath and Carding Mill Valley Gate. 


